
The first JHS Alumni Hall of Fame Induction ceremony was held in 1991. The preceremony 
dinner to honor the inductees was held in Jericho—first at the Maine Maid Inn and, later, 
at Milleridge Inn—until 2017, when it was moved to Westbury Manor, in, well, Westbury. 
Now, Westbury Manor was great. Still, it was wonderful to return to Jericho for this year’s 
dinner at the Lisbon Café, located at the corner of Jericho Turnpike and Merry Lane.  
Terrific food, extremely accommodating staff, and a bartender who mixes a particularly 
mean martini. And its short distance from the Jericho Public Library—right around the  
corner—permitted consumption of multiple martinis (or other spirits), getting the evening 
off to a pretty damn great start! 



 
The stars of the evening: the inductees. 
(Above left) Robert Hahn, PhD, from the 
class of 1970, with his wife, Amy; (above 
right) Blake Zeff (JHS 1995), flanked by  
his parents, Rota and Larry Zeff. 

(Above left) Dana Arschin Kraslow,  
(JHS 2005), the youngest inductee to date, 
with her parents, Sharon and Arthur  
Arschin; (at right) Christopher Kelly, MD  
(JHS 1992), second from right, with his  
parents, Linda and Paul Kelly. At far left is  
Nick Maraventano, a retired teacher who,  
for many years, emceed the HoF induction 
ceremonies and is now a member of the  
Alumni Hall of Fame Committee. 



 

(Left) The Hall of Fame’s braintrust:  
Selection Committee members Mary Vitale 
and Brian Cummings (who also happens to 
be a high school assistant principal), and in 
the middle, the man who started it all—
retired teacher Robert Hoffman, a  
cofounder of the JHS Alumni Hall of Fame.  

(Above) Hank Grishman, longtime superintendent 
of the Jericho School District, with Assistant  
Superintendents Victor Manuel and Ben Ciuffo. 

(Above) Dropping in for some sustenance 
before assuming the awesome duties of  
emceeing the ceremony later that  
evening are Matthew DeMarinis, PhD, and 
Meredith Hynes, MS. If they weren’t such 
gifted teachers, they could hit the road as 
a stand-up comedy duo. 

(Right) Joan Baiman Rosenberg graduated 
from Jericho High in 1971, raised her children 
in Jericho, worked as a JHS guidance  
counselor and served as principal until  
retiring in 2020. She also is a Hall of Fame  
inductee and member of the Selection  
Committee. And if Jericho were governed by 
a mayor, she probably could’ve added that to 
her impressive resume, too. With her is one 
of her successors, coprincipal David Cohen. 



 

(Left) Mr. Hoffman with Ivy Sherman,  
assistant superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction. 
 
(Below) Brian Cummings and popular  
teacher Mary Drayer, another member of 
the Hall of Fame Selection Committee. 
 
(Below left) patented atmospheric room 
pic. 

English teacher Michael Hartnett, PhD, of the 
Jericho Teachers Association poses with (left) 
Dana Arschin Kraslow and her husband,  
Michael Kraslow, and (above) with Jill Citron, 
president of the Board of Education. Two 
weeks later, she would win reelection by a 2-
to-1 margin. 



 

(Above, left to right) Assistant principal 
Michaela Finley, Coprincipal David Cohen,  
Assistant Principal Brian Cummings, and math 
instructor Matthew DeMarinis. Funny, but I 
don’t remember teachers and adminstrators 
seeming to have this much fun back in the 
day... 

(Above) Kim Conger, director of pupil services, and 
Curiculum Associate and Hall of Fame Selection  
Committee member Eric Sundberg. 

(Left) Fran O’Connor, surrounded by her younger 
daughter, Sammie, and her husband, Thomas, was 
being honored by the Jericho Retirees Association 
for her work with the local nonprofit Jericho Cares, 
which she founded and heads as president. 

 
(Right) Who wants cake? The  

inductees get ready for the  
pistol to sound in the now- 

tradional cake-eating contest!  
Nah, that’s  a lie. Every year,  

we take the same picture of the 
cake. It’s always fascinating how 
  different one is from the other. 

Guess it’s true what they say:  
cakes are like snowflakes— 

no two are exactly alike. 
 



 

Then it was time to make the arduous 
journey to the Jericho Public Library for 
the seven o’clock ceremony. Thanks to a 
team of sherpas and their Himalayan 
sheepdogs, we pulled in—exhausted,  
battered, but ebullient—in about sixty 
seconds. 

Lots of teachers—both current and  
retired—turn out for this popular event, 
as well as alumni. (Below) Blake Zeff with 
retired teacher Maureen Tracy. (Below 
right) Michael Hartnett and Judy 
Ornstein, a JHS teacher since 1994. 

(Above) Two from the class of ’79: Andrew 
Sausmer and the newest member of the HoF 
Selection Committee, Vicky Silverstein Britvan. 

(Above) So many close friendships forged in  
Jericho are everlasting. Here are Marilyn  
DellaVecchia Profita and Hope Davis from the 
class of 1964, which will be celebrating its  
sixtieth reunion next year! 



 

It’s … showtime! And now [drum roll], the comedic stylings of Hynes and DeMarinis!  
Meredith and Matthew have been cohosting the induction ceremony since 2016. This is no 
snoozefest high school assembly. The two of them make the evening lively, inspiring—not 
to mention funny. Meredith has been teaching at Jericho High since 2001; Matt, a New 
York State Master Teacher, was named Nassau County Teacher of the Year in 2015.  

First, some brief introductory speechs by Board of Ed President Jill Citron (left), Coprincipal  
David Cohen (right), and (below) Henry Grishman, Jericho’s superintendent since 1995. Every 

year he remarks how the annual Alumni Hall of Fame is one of his favorite events. 



 

Yes, it’s true that each inductee must sit directly below a GIANT mounted poster of his or her high 
school yearbook photo. It’s a test, in a way: You wanna be in the JHS Alumni Hall of Fame? Let’s 
see just how badly you want in.  
 
Each inductee is introduced to the audience in the Jericho Public Library Theater by a standout  
Jericho senior who shares some of the same attributes and career interests as the alumnus he or 
she has been paired with. The day of the ceremony, the student presenters escort the inductees 
around the school (each alumnus being honored speaks to a few clases), and it’s common for the 
seniors and their designated oldsters to develop a warm rapport. 
 
For instance, senior Andres deGrasse (below), who introduced pediatric physician Dr. Christopher 
Kelly, will be attending Columbia University on a premed track in September and hopes to become 
a surgeon. 



 

Chris,whose parents still live in Jericho, is the chief of pediatric emergency medicine at New York–
Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, where he’s practiced since 2005. In high school, he  
excelled in academics and also captained the swimming team and ran track. He loves treating  
children, he said, because “kids happen to be awesome patients; they want to get better.” Though 
his speech was engaging and full of humor, he turned serious when discussing the hardest aspect of 
his work: 
 
“Sometimes the headache that they’ve been suffering from for a few weeks isn’t due to having too 
much screentime but to an inoperable brain tumor that I have to tell a parent about in the ER.” 
Sometimes he faces the agonizing task of imparting the sorrowful news to parents that, despite all of 
his best efforts, their child has died. “These moments, thankfully, are very infrequent,” he  
reflected, “and are not when I need to be a good doctor but rather a good human being. 
 
“One story comes to mind from early in my training at the Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, in the 
Bronx. I had just left my apartment on the Upper East Side when I was approached by a man. He 
asked, ‘Are you Dr. Kelly? Do you remember me? You took care of my daughter.’ Now, I see a lot of 
kids, and I usually can remember some of their faces, but I’m not always the best with the parents’ 
faces. I said, ‘I’m sorry, you don’t look familiar. But I hope your daughter is doing better.’ To which 
he responded, ‘Oh, no, you would remember me. She died that day.’ Everything went still. The 
noisy city street suddenly went silent. My heart sank into my chest, not knowing what was about to 
happen. The gentleman must have seen the distraught look on my face and quickly reassured me, 
‘No, Dr. Kelly, I wanted to thank you. See, she had been sick for a really long time. You and your 
team allowed her die peacefully and gracefully. At a very difficult time in our lives, you made things 
a little bit easier for me and my family.’ And I realized in that moment that it’s not always the  
medicine that makes the difference, but simply being kind.”   
 
Chris left the audience (and any aspiring pediatricians) with some practical advice: “Never  
underestimate the value of a Spiderman or Peppa Pig sticker,” he said. “They work wonders.” 



 

(Left) The next student presenter, Ava Thanus,  
commanded the microphone like a natural, exuding 
energy and a big personality. Like the alumnus she was 
introducing, journalist Dana Arschin Kraslow, Ava had 
a background in writing, for the student newspaper, 
the Jer-Echo, although come the fall, she’ll be heading 
off to New York University to study biology. 

Dana, from the graduating class of 2005, knew early on that she was destined to work in  
journalism due to her fascination with telling people’s stories. At JHS, she was athletic as well 
as academic: playing varsity softball, basketball, and volleyball. After working locally at  
Cablevision’s News 12, she reported on-air for Fox 5 News New York. There, in 2018, she  
produced three short films about the Holocaust: The Forgotten Camps, about the most  
notorious death camps in Nazi-occupied Poland during World War II and the years leading up 
to it; A Community Reborn, which examined the thriving Jewish community today in Krakow, 
Poland; and March of the Living, for which she followed thousands of marchers as they 
walked from the death camp in Auschwitz to the extermination center known as Auschwitz-
Berkenau on Holocaust Remembrance Day. The latter film earned an Emmy Award  
nomination, while The Forgotten Camps won an Emmy. 
 
The inspiration came from her now-101-year-old maternal grandfather, a survivor of both 
camps. Other members of her family perished in the Holocaust. Today Dana is a storyteller at 
the Nassau County Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center (HMTC) in Glen Cove.  



 

             For the halftime show, the Jericho  
            Retirees Association traditionally 
           presents a monetary award in honor of 
          the late JHS teacher Emil Voigt to a  
         community-service organization with a 
        local connection. The JTA’s Joan Baiman 
       Rosenberg (far left) introduced Jericho 
      resident Fran O’Connor (immediate left), 
     president and founder of nonprofit Jericho 
    Cares, which delivers free supplies to those 
   in need—and, yes, they exist, even in  
  Jericho. (For more information, visit 
 www.jerichocares.org.)  

(Above left and center) Time for another jaw-droppingly impressive Jericho senior: Kathryn  
Weinberger, who heads off to Yale University come the fall. Upon learning that she would be  
introducing the class of 1995’s Blake Zeff (above center and right), she Googled him. “To be  
honest,” she admitted, “I was a little intimidated.” Who wouldn’t be? The accomplished Zeff, a  
graduate of Brown University, has straddled the worlds of politics and media. He worked on the  
presidential campaigns of both Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, served as New York senator Chuck 
Schumer’s communications director, and also was senior advisor to New York Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman. He then turned his attention to media, landing at the online news source Salon as 
politics editor. After seeing his wife, Patricia, mired in college debt, Blake was inspired to direct a 
documentary about America’s student debt crisis. Titled Loan Wolves, it premiered to glowing  
reviews in 2022. 
 
Incidentally, Blake was one of the JHS student presenters at the 1995 Alumni Hall of Fame induction  
ceremony. Of his time growing up in Jericho, he observed, “Being a student at Jericho High School 
gave me the courage to believe that we could achieve anything.” The school system instilled in him 
the confidence that he could “do something with my life to make my family and community proud.”  
Mission accomplished. 



 

(Left) Cleanup hitter Robert 
Hahn (JHS 1970), an author 
and a professor of philosophy 
and Greek studies at Southern  
Illinois University at  
Carbondale, was introduced 
by senior Breanna Crossman, 
vice president of the Jericho 
Environmental Club.  

(Above) Robert, whose older brother, historian and author Steven Hahn (JHS ’69), is also 
in the Hall of Fame, put together a PowerPoint presentation full of fascinating photos from 
his dozens upon dozens of trips to Greece, Turkey, and Egypt with his students. But  
equally riveting were photos from ancient Jericho. The Hahns moved into their home on 
Bounty Lane in East Birchwood in A.D. 1956, when Robert was four years old. Back then, 
he explained, “The houses were just being built. All the roads were dirt. There was no  
pavement.” No mail delivery, either. “We had to go up to the general store,” which also 
served as the local post office. 
 
From Jericho, Robert went to Union College, graduating in just two and a half years as  
valedictorian. He then attended a new program that Yale University had just launched in 
classics, philosophy, and ancient sciences on a full scholarship. In short order, he earned 
not only his master’s degree in philosophy but also his doctorate—all by the age of twenty-
three. 
 
After spending four years teaching at Brandeis University, Robert landed at SIU in 1982 
and has been there ever since. While at Brandeis, he organized his first trip for students 
to Crete. By 2014, he had led some fifty more excursions.  
 
Robert married when he was forty-eight to a former student turned  professor. He and 
wife Amy have two daughters, the youngest of whom, like the four presenters onstage,  
was preparing to go off to college. 



 

(Above) … And that’s a wrap. Final photo, from left to right: Andres deGrasse (’23), Christopher Kelly 
(’92), Ava Thanus (’23), Dana Arschin Kraslow (’05), Kathryn Weinberger (’23), Blake Zeff (’95), 
Breanna Crssoman (’23), and Robert Hahn (’70).  

(Left) Afterparty. 

(Right) Philip Bashe (JHS ’72), inducted in 1996, and a 
member of the Alumni Selection Committee. Next to 

him are Ira Greene, a social studies teacher who left to 
become an attorney in the mid-1970s, and Mr. Bob 
Hoffman. Both Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Greene began 

their careers at Jericho the same year: 1966. 



 

Kids in the Hall:  Inductees,  
Inductees, 1991–2023 



 

 

31st Induction Ceremony, 2023 

 

Dana Arschin Kraslow (2005), TV journalist, 

documentarian, storyteller-historian 

Robert Hahn, PhD (1970), professor of philosophy, 

author 

Christopher Kelly, MD (1992), chief of pediatric 

emergency medicine, New York-Presbyterian  

Brooklyn Methodist Hospital 

Blake Zeff (1995), political consultant, journalist, 

documentarian 

  

 

The JHS Wall of Fame is located in the west wing of the 
high school, right by the side entrance. Pay a visit, then 

sneak outside for a smoke, for old time’s sake. 


